
ONLINE SPIRIT LICENCE                       

APPLICATION NOW IN EFEFCT  

Persons wishing to obtain a spirit 

licence from the parish courts to 

sell or distribute alcoholic                     

beverages can now apply online.  

This took effect on June 20, 2022.  

 

His Honour Mr. Chester Crooks, 

Chief Judge of the Parish Courts, 

said the digitization of the                      

application process forms part of 

the Judiciaryôs strategic objectives 

to incorporate technology in its    

operations and to improve the ease 

of doing business with the courts.   

 

ñPreviously, applicants had to come 

to the court to submit the                

application form and then attend a 

spirit licence session to be advised 

of the outcome of their                           

applications. With the new process 

now in effect, persons can complete 

the fillable application forms from 

the website at parishcourt.gov.jm, 

email the completed application 

NEW  

FEATURE  

 
         JAMAICA 60 FEATURE 

          See page 26 for details  

Senior Judge of the Parish Court (Acting), Her Honour Mrs. Lori-Anne                    

Cole-Montaque, showing the audience a video detailing the steps for obtaining a 

spirit licence application at a ceremony held at the Kingston and St. Andrew               

Parish Court ï Criminal  Division on Thursday, June 16, 2022. 

http://www.parishcourt.gov.jm
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ONLINE SPIRIT LICENCE APPLICATION NOW IN EFFECT 

form and we will inform them of the outcome via 

email. Nonetheless, they will still have to visit the 

nearest police station and health department to 

complete those steps in the application process,ò 

Judge Crooks said.   

 

Judge Crooks said the administrative arm of the 

judiciary, the Court Administration  Division, has 

embarked on a public education programme to             

sensitise Jamaicans about the new spirit licence  

application process.  

 

He is also reminding owners and operators of these 

establishments that it is an offence to sell alcoholic                    

beverages without a spirit licence and encouraging 

them to adhere to the terms of their licences.  

 

ñUnder the Spirit Licence Act, persons selling            

alcoholic beverages are required to have a spirit 

licence. Anyone found guilty of selling alcoholic 

beverages without a spirit licence can be fined up to 

five thousand dollars or six monthsô imprisonment, 

if they have failed to pay the fine. Additionally, 

those licensed to sell spirits should not exceed 

quantities set out in their licences,ò Judge Crooks 

said.   

 

Details of the new online application process for 

spirit licence were unveiled at the Kingston and St. 

Andrew Parish Court ï Criminal Divisionôs                   

National Public Education Day held at the                  

courthouse in Half Way Tree, St. Andrew on 

Thursday, June 16, 2022. 

 

For further information, members of the public can 

contact the Court Administration Division at               

876-754-8337 or visit our website at for further     

information.  
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PARISH COURTS GET SENTENCING GUIDELINES 

Chief Justice the Honourable Mr. Justice  Bryan Sykes, OJ, CD addressing the audience at the opening               

ceremony of the Judiciary of Jamaicaôs National Public Education Symposium held at the St. Andrew 

and Kingston - Criminal Division on Thursday, June 16, 2022. 

The Judiciary of Jamaica launched a Sentencing Guidelines for Judges of the Parish Courts, which will assist 

in greater consistency in the punishment of persons convicted of crimes.  

 

The sentencing guidelines, which take effect immediately, was launched at the National Public Education Day 

Symposium staged at the Kingston and St. Andrew Parish Court ï Criminal Division in Half Way Tree, St. 

Andrew on Thursday, June 16, 2022.  A copy of the sentencing guidelines is available and accessible on the 

Parish Courts website at: https://parishcourt.gov.jm/.  

 

It is geared towards streamlining the sentencing process across those courts and creating a greater sense of    

uniformity in the possible sentences to be meted out to offenders who have been found guilty before the court. 

 

The Honourable Mr. Justice Bryan Sykes, OJ, CD, Chief Justice, said the Judiciary of Jamaica is pleased to 

have taken this very bold and important step towards demystifying the process judges go through when an  

accused person is to be sentenced, the sentences which the law permits them to apply.  

https://parishcourt.gov.jm/
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PARISH COURTS GET SENTENCING GUIDELINES 
 

 

ñThis will give attorneys, their clients and indeed the public, a clear indication as to what the possible               

sentence could be based on the nature of the offence,ò Chief Justice Sykes said.  

 

In the past, criticisms have been levelled against the judiciary in relation to sentences handed down to                 

persons who have been found guilty. The judiciary is hoping that the sentencing guidelines will result in a 

greater understanding of the sentencing process and removing misconceptions.    

 

ñUnderstandably, members of the public take and ought to take an interest in how this important societal 

function is carried out by judges. It is therefore necessary for judges to indicate how and why a particular 

sentence was passed. The necessity to give reasons contributes to the rule of law,ò Chief Justice Sykes said. 

 

He further explained: ñGiving reasons makes it easier to determine whether the judge has engaged in the            

appropriate thought processes and taken into consideration the necessary factors. It assures the defendant that 

he or she is not being treated as an abstraction and conveys to the victim that his or her tribulations are               

recognized and punished.ò 

 

Nonetheless, Chief Justice Sykes noted that variations are likely to occur with sentencing because sentences 

are determined by mitigating and aggravating circumstances that are unique to every case.  

 

ñThese guidelines are just that ï guidelines. They assist in the structure of oneôs thoughts and actions at the 

sentencing phase of a criminal trial. The punishment should be appropriate for the crime, the defendant, and 

circumstances. There is nothing wrong with departing from the guidelines where the judge sees fit.                      

Departures should be clearly explained,ò Chief Justice Sykes said. 

 

At the same time, Chief Justice Sykes asserted that there is a current imbalance in the approach to sentencing. 

ñIt appears too preoccupied with rights of the defendant and insufficiently concerned about the impact of the 

crime on the victim. Be reminded that no one is compelled to commit a crime: the commission of a crime is 

always a choice regardless of the defendantôs circumstances,ò he added.  
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CHIEF JUSTICE RESPONDS TO CRITICISMS ABOUT BAIL 

the course of justice, preventing 

crime, preserving public order, and 

the necessity of detention to protect 

the defendant, among other things. 

 

The Chief Justice also urged                  

concerned Jamaicans to read the 

Court of Appeal decision in Heuy 

Gowdie v The Queen where the bail 

process is set out in great detail. He 

says this will assist with a better         

understanding of what occurs in bail 

hearings. 

 

Meanwhile, Justice Minister, Delroy 

Chief Justice Bryan Sykes speaking 

at the Judiciary of Jamaicaôs              

National Public Education                      

Symposium  held at the Kingston 

and St Andrew Parish Court ï 

Criminal Division in Half-Way Tree 

on June 16, 2022.   

Chief Justice Bryan Sykes has come 

out in defence of judges amid                  

criticisms about their decisions to 

grant bail to persons charged with 

serious crimes. Members of the law 

enforcement community have                 

complained that whenever judges 

grant bail to these individuals, they 

go on to commit other serious 

crimes. 

 

Chief Justice Sykes said the                 

prosecution can appeal if it believes 

bail was wrongly granted. He noted 

that Section 10 of the Bail Act 

speaks to the right of appeal.                

Subsection (2) outlines that where 

bail is granted to a defendant by a 

court pursuant to the Act, the               

prosecution may appeal to a Judge 

of the Court of Appeal in respect of 

the decision. 

 

ñIn plain English what this means is 

that if the judges in the trial court 

grant bail, Parliament gave the                

prosecution a right of appeal. It has 

been there for over 10 years. The 

question is, has that provision been 

utilised by the Crown? And if so, 

how many times? [and] with what 

result?ò Sykes questioned. 

 

He further pointed to the Court of 

Appeal's 2018 guidance in a matter 

involving Huey Gowdie on how the 

bail process should be handled. 

Chief Justice Sykes noted that              

judges are to take into account the 

risk of the defendant absconding, the 

risk of the defendant interfering with 

Chuck, has also defended judges 

on the matter of bail. 

 

ñI urge the people to please hold 

your criticisms until the Act is 

tabled in parliament. When the 

Act is tabled in parliament then 

we can examine and discuss it. 

But there is so much speculation 

that it's really unfair to the      

minister that these                       

criticisms are out there without 

knowing what the Act entails," 

said Chuck. 

 

The government intends to 

bring the new Bail Act to              

parliament by the end of June, 

which seeks to deny bail to   

persons charged with murder 

and gun crimes. Nonetheless, 

Chief Justice Sykes said he is 

staying clear of the                          

governmentôs intention to bring 

new legislation to                  

Parliament regarding bail. 

 

Both men were speaking at the 

Judiciary of Jamaicaôs National 

Public Education Symposium 

held at the Kingston and St.   

Andrew Parish Court ï               

Criminal Division in Half Way 

Tree on Thursday, June 22, 

2022. 
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NATIONAL PUBLIC EDUCATION DAY RETURNS! 

Following a two-year hiatus due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Judiciary of Jamaica staged its first National 

Public Education Day Symposium at the Kingston and St. Andrew Parish Court ï Criminal Division in Half 

Way Tree.  

More than 20 stakeholders from the justice sector and social service partnered with the Judiciary of Jamaica to 

facilitate discussions on how best to serve the needs of residents. These stakeholders included the Ministry of  

Justice, the Jamaica Constabulary Force, National Integrity Action, the Passport Immigration and Citizenship 

Agency, the Office of the Childrenôs Advocate, the National Land Agency, Transport Authority and the Office 

of the Public Defender.    

Her Honour Mrs. Lori-Anne Cole-Montaque, Acting Senior Parish Court Judge, who hosted the opening                  

ceremony of the event, said the National Public Education Day Symposium is aligned to the strategic objectives 

of the judiciary. 

ñThere are three strategic pillars flowing from the Judiciaryôs strategic plan and it is our hope they will bear from 

this forum. Firstly, public trust and confidence will be built. Secondly, that there will be an increased in customer 

satisfaction. Thirdly, there will be improved access to our court services, Judge Cole-Montaque said.   

Mrs. Nadia Preddie, Senior Inspector at the Rent             

Assessment Board, said the turnout at the event was 

significant. 

ñWe had quite a lot of visitors at our booth and we 

were able to sensitise landlords and tenants about 

their rights and responsibilities. Also, we had land-

lords who were interested in notices ï how to prepare 

a notice and how to serve it on their tenants. We also 

[got] to inform persons that we are a quasi-judicial 

board where we have hearings every two weeks at 

our offices at 25 Dominica Drive. We hear matters 

pertaining to arrears of rent, illegal increases in rent 

and for the return of security deposits,ò Ms Preddie 

said.  

Ms. Yaniek Page, Legislative Counsel at the Office 

of the Political Ombudsman, said the symposium was 

very timely. 

ñThere are a number of services provided by the 

court and government at large that citizens are unaware exists, or have limited knowledge of their services. This 

type of event is very important as it connects the public with these government entities,ò Ms Page said.  

She added that the Office of the Political Ombudsman was able to achieve its objectives at the event. 

ñThe visitors to our booth were engaged and interested in our various offerings, including our civic education 

handbook which many visitors were willing to win as a prize. We also had a few persons interested in being a 

{ŜƴƛƻǊ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ aǊǎΦ bŀŘƛŀ tǊŜŘŘƛŜ  ŀƴŘ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ aǊǎΦ 
5ƻƴƴŀ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wŜƴǘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ .ƻŀǊŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ tǳōƭƛŎ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ 
{ȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳΦ ¢ƘŜ wŜƴǘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƳŜŘƛŀǝƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴŀƴǘǎΦ   
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NATIONAL PUBLIC EDUCATION DAY RETURNS! 

part of our youth arm Political Awareness and Respect Initiative (PARI),ò Ms. Page explained. 

Students from schools located in Kingston and St. Andrew also attended the events. Students from Jamaica 

College, The Queenôs School, Papine High, Merl Grove High and Ardenne High also got an opportunity to 

participate in a court tour to learn more about the accountability framework of the judicial system of govern-

ment.   

Some of the students who wish to pursue a career in the justice system said they were grateful for the exposure 

as they work towards achieving their dreams of becoming judges, lawyers or police officers.   

Chief Justice Bryan Sykes holding a copy of the  Office of the Political Ombudsmanôs Civic               

Education handbook - óJamaica Strong and Freeô he received from Political Ombudsman Don-

na Parchment-Brown. She said the book captures both the aspiration and  inspiration for more 

civic knowledge, stronger civic depositions and a renewed commitment to respect  unity and 

democracy.  
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SNAPSHOTS OF PUBLIC EDUCATION DAY 

(from left) Legal and Constitutional Affairs                

Minister Marlene Malahoo Forte, Chief Justice  

Bryan Sykes (centre) and Justice Minister Delroy 

Chuck engaging in a conversation at the Judiciary of 

Jamaicaôs National Public Education Symposium.   

Senior Judge of the Parish Court (Acting), Her Honour 

Mrs. Lori-Anne Cole-Montaque hosted the opening     

ceremony of the National public Education                     

Symposium held at the Kingston and St. Andrew - 

Criminal Division in Half Way Tree.  

Members of the Legal Aid Council providing                 

members of the public with valuable information 

about its services at the National Public Education              

Symposium held at the Kingston and St. Andrew           

Parish Court - Criminal Division on  Thursday, June 

16, 2022 

Jonathan Campbell, a member of Jamaica             

Collegeôs Blue Beat Drummers, entertained the           

audience at the National Public Education              

Symposium held at the Kingston and St.                

Andrew Parish Court - Criminal Division on   

Thursday, June 16, 2022.  
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SNAPSHOTS OF PUBLIC EDUCATION DAY 

Legal and Constitutional Affairs Minister Marlene 

Malahoo Forte interacting with students from             

Ardenne High School at the National Public                   

Education Symposium held at the Kingston and St. 

Andrew Parish Court - Criminal Division in Half 

Way Tree on June 16, 2022.  

Justice Minister Delroy Chuck interacting with stu-

dents at the Queens School who were in attendance at 

the National Public Education Symposium held at the 

St. Andrew Parish Court - Criminal Division in Half 

Way Tree.  

Addressing the audience at the National Public              

Education Symposium, Custos Rotulorum of St.          

Andrew Mr. Ian Forbes reminded the audience 

that ñjustice is a shared responsibility.ò He added 

that ñWe canôt be mere spectators and expect the 

justice system to work without us.ò 

Chief Judge of the Parish Courts, His Honour 

Mr. Chester Crooks, provided an update on the 

clearance rate for the Parish Courts during an 

interview on  Radio Jamaica 94FMôs Hotline 

programme with host Emily Shields at the                

National Public Education Symposium. 
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BOOTH HOLDERS AT PUBLIC EDUCATION DAY 

Students from the Heart Trust NSTA - Jamaican

- German Automotive School (JAGAS)                           

educating a member of the public about the me-

chanics of a  motor vehicle at the National Public 

Education Symposium held at the Kingston and 

St. Andrew Parish Court - Criminal Division. 

Members of the Jamaica Constabulary Force (J.C.F) 

also set up a booth at the National Public Education                        

Symposium  held at the Kingston and St. Andrew 

Parish Court - Criminal Division in Half Way Tree on                

Thursday, June 16, 2022. 

Legal and Constitutional Affairs Minister Marlene 

Malahoo Forte looking at the items on display at the 

Child Protection and Family Services Agency 

(CPFSA) at the National Public Education                        

Symposium at the Kingston and St. Andrew Parish 

Court - Criminal Division in Half Way Tree. 

Students from Papine High School getting                 

information from representatives of the National  

Integrity Action, NIA, on its operation at the                   

National Public Education Symposium held at the 

Kingston and St. Andrew Parish Court -                  

Criminal Division in Half Way Tree on                 

Thursday, June 16, 2022.  
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JURY DUTY RESUMES FOR EASTER TERM 

 
Jury trials resumed for the Easter term of the circuit courts on 

April 20, 2022 after they were suspended two years ago as part 

of measures to limit the spread of COVID-19. The                  

resumption coincides with the reduction in COVID-19 cases 

and the revocation of the Disaster Risk Management Act.  

 

Despite the revocation of the COVID-19 containment 

measures, Director of Client Services, Communication and           

Information at the Court Administration Division (CAD), Mrs. 

Kadiesh Fletcher, said jurors are encouraged to wear masks for 

court.  

 

"Although the mask-wearing order in enclosed space under 

the Public Health Act ended on April 15, we are highly               

recommending that jurors and court users keep their masks on 

in the courts for added protection because it is difficult to 

maintain physical distancing in all our jury boxes," Mrs. 

Fletcher explained. 

 

Meanwhile, Senior Puisne Judge Justice Carol Lawrence-

Beswick bemoaned the myriad excuses provided by people to avoid jury duty. She added that the willingness 

of people to serve as jurors is one step towards achieving justice for all. 

 

ñWhere the trial of choice is the jury, there must actually be persons who answer the call to serve as jurors and 

who come forward to perform that civic duty. Gone should be the days when judges are inundated with               

excuses with persons who seek to avoid serving,ò Justice Lawrence-Beswick said. 

 

She was speaking at the opening of the Easter Term of the Home Circuit Court at the Supreme Court in             

Kingston on April 20.  

 

Low turnout  

Data from the CAD show a low juror turnout, specifically in the parishes of Kingston & St Andrew, St James, 

Clarendon and St Catherine, which have resumed jury trials. 

 

Nonetheless, Mrs. Fletcher said while the turnout has been low, the courts have been able to empanel and    

proceed with matters set for jury trials. 

The Court Administration Division  launched a 

media campaign to encourage persons                 

summoned for jury duty to serve. 


