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The newly established  Family and Probate Division hears matters in 

relation to divorce, division of property, child custody and                 

maintenance.  

A new Division of the Supreme 

Court has been established in keeping 

with the thrust to enhance operational 

efficiency. The Family and Probate 

Division, which became operational 

on Thursday, September 16, 2021, 

hears matters in relation to divorce, 

division of property, child custody 

and maintenance.  

 

Prior to the establishment of the  

Family and Probate Division, some 

of the aforementioned matters were 

heard in the High Court Civil              

Division of the  Supreme Court.   

 

Chief Justice, the Honourable Mr 

Justice Bryan Sykes, OJ, CD, said the 

new division of the Supreme Court is 

designed to improve efficiency and 

the rate of disposition of matters            

involving the family. He added that 

two judges will be assigned to the 

newly formed division of the           

Supreme Court.  
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ñWhen you have dedicated judges dealing with these family and probate matters, what you will have is          

expertise building up over a period of time. As a result, these judges will begin to deal with these cases faster 

and more efficiently and so avoid unnecessary delays. Our time standard is actually 24 months and what we 

are aiming for is to have those cases completed within the 24-month time standard,ò Chief Justice Sykes said.  

 

The Honourable Mrs Justice Icolin Reid and the Honourable Miss Justice Audrey Lindo are assigned to the 

Family and Probate Division.   

 

ñThese judges will have their own Court Clerks, courtrooms and chambers to deal with these types of cases. 

These cases will be taken out of the High Court Division listing where they tend to be and now place within 

resources dedicated exclusively to family and probate matters,ò Chief Justices Sykes added. 

 

The Chief Justice added that a specialized division is consistent with international best practice in having 

matters go through much faster.  The other divisions of the Supreme Court are the Gun Court, the               

Commercial Court and the Revenue Court. He said the Family Division will aim to clear up matters           

expeditiously like the Gun Court and Revenue Court, which are almost backlog free.  

ñThe Gun Court is the first court in Jamaica that is operating according to international standards, that is to 

say it has fewer than 10% of the caseload in backlog and fewer than 5% in net backlog. That is the              

experience we are now taking over in the Family and Probate Division. We have also seen it with the         

Revenue Court where the cases are almost completely disposed of. By October of this year, all the cases 

there should be heard and determined. We are also disposing of matters faster in the Commercial Division 

where we have dedicated 

judges there,ò Justice 

Sykes added.  

He noted that the           

Judiciary of Trinidad and 

Tobago has a dedicated 

court system for family 

matters. Chief Justice 

Sykes was speaking at the 

Opening of the Home 

Circuit Court for the 

Michaelmas Term at the        

Supreme Court in               

downtown, Kingston on 

September 16, 2021.  
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OUTSTANDING JUDGMENTS TO BE DELIVERED BY MARCH 2022  

By the end of the last quarter in the 2021/22 financial year, the issue of outstanding judgments in the Court of 

Appeal and the Supreme Court should be a thing of the past as both courts are working assiduously to clear 

their backlogs.  

 

Chief Justice Bryan Sykes made the announcement during the Opening of the Michaelmas Term of the Home 

Circuit Court on Wednesday, September 16, 2021 in Kingston.  

 

 ñWe have the Supreme Court improving in its rate of delivery of judgments, delivering 234 judgments for 

every 100 judgments reserved, and so we are on track for every outstanding judgment to be delivered by the 

latest March 2022,ò he said. 

 

Chief Justice Sykes added that the Court of Appeal had significantly improved its rate of delivery for               

judgments last year, ñfalling just about three judgments behind in terms of where the strategic plan is                  

concernedò. 

 

Meanwhile, the Gun Court and the Revenue Court have achieved international standards in performance           

deliverables on judgments and the clearing of caseload. 

 

ñThe Gun Court has fewer than 10 per cent of the caseload in backlog and fewer than five per cent in net      

backlog,ò Justice Sykes said. 

 

He added that all cases at the Revenue Court should be heard and determined by October 2021. 

 

The Chief Justice said the court system seemed to have had its most productive year in 2020 and thanked all 

the stakeholders for playing a vital role in helping the Judiciary to achieve this significant milestone. 

 


